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ADVENT 2021

This Advent season, we will be preparing our hearts to respond rightly to Jesus as 
He reveals Himself to us on His own terms. We will look mainly at the reactions of a 
few key people in the first advent of Jesus. God revealed to each of these people that 
Jesus had arrived, but they all found out in their own unique way. How is God meeting 
you? Are you prepared to meet Jesus on His terms? As we look at these reactions, we 
will hopefully have a deeper sense of connecting with Jesus in personal way.
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SIMEON AND ANNA
Nov 28, 2021 | Luke 2:25-38

The response of Simeon and Anna. Simeon makes the announcement that “thoughts from many 
hearts may be revealed.” Simeon and Anna were ready for Jesus. They, in relationship with the 
Spirit, understood the plan of God and how this new baby fit within the plan. The arrival of Jesus 
brought them peace and hope. What does his arrival expose in your heart?

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous 
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And 
it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him 
up in his arms and blessed God and said, 29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart 
in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have 
prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for 
glory to your people Israel.” 33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said 
about him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a 
sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” 36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she 
was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the 
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very 
hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. — Luke 2:25-38
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JOHN THE BAPTIST
Dec 05, 2021 | Matthew 3:1-12

The word of Jesus’ coming through a prophet: John the Baptist. He came to prepare the 
way for the arrival of Jesus, calling people to repent. When Jesus shows up, are you ready 
for his message of repentance? Are you processing the problem of sin or apathetic towards 
righteousness? Readiness for Jesus involves distaste for sin. 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah 
when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make 
his paths straight.’”4 Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all 
the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children for Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.11 “I baptize you 
with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals 
I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.— Matthew 3:1-12

Study Questions

1.	 How does John prepare people for Jesus? Would this message create the same kind of 
following today? How do we prepare the way for Jesus today?

2.	Our sin inhibits our growth in Christ and our day-to-day connection with him. What sin 
(either action, mindset, or strife) do you need to confess that is getting in the way of your 
overall devotion to Christ? (Remember: confession is the simple agreement with God 
that something is wrong. It can be something you’ve done or something done to you, but 
it needs be a conversation where you agree with God about its “wrongness.” This initial 
agreement paves the way for forgiveness, repentance and freedom.) 
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3.	Why is John so harsh with the Pharisees and Sadducees?

4.	From these verses, what do you see in John’s heart that makes himself prepared for the 
arrival of Jesus (see also John 3:30)? 

5.	From these verses, why is Jesus better than John? 

6.	What’s the closest thing to a locust that you have eaten?


