FOLLOWING JESUS

We often need to go back to the Gospels for refresh in the basic call of Jesus: follow
me. Our calling is to be committed followers of Jesus. As we follow him, he will lead
us to be Image bearers, grace givers, biblical thinkers, Spirit pursuers, and hope
directors.

Following Jesus

Image Bearers

Grace Givers

Biblical Thinkers
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FOLLOWING JESUS

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the
gospel.” 16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother

of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them,
“Follow me, and | will make you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left their
nets and followed him. 19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee
and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he
called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and
followed him. — Mark 1:14-20

On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he was
standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen
had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 Getting into one of the boats, which
was Simon'’s, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught
the people from the boat. 4 And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put
out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 And Simon answered, “Master, we
toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word | will let down the nets.” 6 And when
they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking.

7 They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came
and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for | am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and
all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, 10 and so
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said
to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” 11 And when they had
brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. — Luke 5:1-11

1. Are you a follower of Jesus?

2. How is Jesus currently making you into a fisher of people? Are you listening to him?
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3. What do you need to forsake in order to follow Jesus more closely?

4. As you read Luke’s account, Peter feels doubt (verse 5), guilt (verse 8), and fear (verse 10).
We often experience these same feelings in our relationship with Jesus. How does this story
help us process through those emotions with Jesus?
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IMAGE BEARERS

13 And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodlians, to trap him in
his talk. 14 And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true and do not
care about anyone’s opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, but truly teach the
way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay them, or should we
not?” 15 But, knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put me to the test? Bring me a
denarius and let me look at it.” 16 And they brought one. And he said to them, “Whose
likeness and inscription is this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” 17 Jesus said to them, “Render
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God'’s.” And they
marveled at him. — Mark 12:13-17

1. Jesus addresses a common question/struggle in people’s lives (oppressive political taxes)
and takes it to the deeper reality of the image of God. Why do you think Jesus turns the
conversation to the image of God?

2. How does Jesus’ words here help us understand our own identity and worth? (Therefore
| tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor
about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And
which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are
you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil
nor spin, 29 yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown
into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be
anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32
For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
will be added to you. 34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. — Matthew 6:25-34)
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3. How is Jesus calling you to give more of yourself to him and his work?

4. How can we as Christians speak the truth of the Image of God in the midst of a culture that
struggles mightily with its ethics, purpose, and meaning?

5. If it's true that all humans are made in the image of God, how should we treat one another?
(8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With
it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of
God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought
not to be so. — James 3:8-10)
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GRACE GIVERS

11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to

his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.” And he divided his
property between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and
took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.

14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began
to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who
sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the
pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘"How many of my father’s hired servants have
more than enough bread, but | perish here with hunger! 18 | will arise and go to my father,
and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 | am no longer
worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.” 20 And he arose
and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father,
| have sinned against heaven and before you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and
let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again, he was lost, and is
found.” And they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these

things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed

the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.” 28 But he was angry
and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father,
‘Look, these many years | have served you, and | never disobeyed your command, yet you
never gave me a young goat, that | might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of
yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf
for him!” 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.

32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was
lost, and is found.” — Luke 15:11-32

1. Read Luke 15:1-2. Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. And
the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with
them.” Why is context important when reading these parables?
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2. This is a famous parable that many of us know. As you read it, what sticks out that you
hadn’t noticed before?

3. What does Jesus want to teach us about God’s grace and forgiveness with this parable?

4. How does Jesus want to mature our response to God’s grace and forgiveness?

5. Practice: Take a moment to flip through the gospels and find other stories of Jesus teaching
about grace and forgiveness (for example Luke 7:36-50). Are they easy to find?
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BIBLICAL THINKERS

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are

truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They
answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How
is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to

you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house
forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37/
know that you are offspring of Abraham, yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no
place in you. — John 8:31-37

1. From these verses, how do we know truth? Does this change our desire to study the Bible?
Why or why not?

2. Jesus says that freedom from sin comes by abiding in his word in verse 31-38. Does anyone
have a time where Jesus revealed truth to you from the Bible and you experienced a taste
of freedom from enslavement to sin? Share your story.
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44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you,
that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said
to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the
dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And
behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are
clothed with power from on high.” — Luke 24:44-49

3. How valuable to Jesus are the Scriptures?

4. What do the Scriptures point us to?

5. If you have a sin you are currently enslaved to and you want freedom from that, accept
Jesus’ challenge in verse 31 and abide in his word. Take time for pray.
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